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mountain brows; gradually valleys became sweet with light,
forests stalked out of the night to be clothed in saffron and
gold. A stupendous mystery had rolled from darkness to light
In a dear old inn at the foot of the hill we ate mountain
chicken in silence. Our feelings were too big for the littleness
of words.
Assam
Assam has to its credit the tea-growing industry of India
There is tea grown in the district around Darjeehng, but in
Assam it is the main industry next, of course, to that of rice.
There is some coal in the province, and I have heard of
gold/washing being carried on. Assam is drained by the
Brahmaputra River, but is covered by large stretches of jungle.
The Burmese were fond of harrying the people of Assam.
For this purpose they would cross the Assam hills which
sweep east from Bengal some 200 miles north of Calcutta.
Fierce warriors they were, these old Burmese, and the timid
dwellers of Assam were continually afraid of them.
As a province it has little importance apart from its tea and
paddy (rice). The area is 55,3 84 square miles, and it produces
226,000,000 pounds of tea. The capital is Shillong, a quiet,
dull township. Hills, jungle and Brahmaputra describes
Assam. You can go for miles and see nothing but wild grass
or tangled shrubs. I once made the journey by rail from
Calcutta to Dibrugarh. It was during Mr. Gandhi's non-
co-operation strikes when the tea-garden coolies (recruited
from South India) were involved. Dibrugarh is one of the
centres of the tea-growing industry there, and I wanted to
investigate the position for professional reasons. We got to
the Brahmaputra about noon after an all-night journey.
Here we were put aboard a river steamer, and, while crossing,
had lunch. I enjoyed it. Meals are elaborate in India but
they appear to be miraculously so when served in remote,
primitive parts of the country. The sun poured down on
the broad, silent nver, on either side straggles of forest and